Paraneoplastic neurologic syndrome associated with occult breast cancer: a case report and review of literature.
We report a case of occult breast cancer presenting as paraneoplastic sensory and motor neuropathy. The paraneoplastic antibody panel was negative and no other unknown identifiable antibody could be detected in the serum. Systemic treatment with four cycles of Adriamycin and cyclophosphamide was given with no significant improvement in the neurologic condition. We reviewed the literature of the last 10 years and identified 31 reported cases of paraneoplastic neurologic syndrome due to breast cancer. Paraneoplastic antibodies could be found in only 36% of patients, no identifiable antibodies in 32% of patients, and unknown antibodies in 16% of patients. The status of the paraneoplastic antibodies was not reported in 16% of patients. Only 29% of patients responded to chemotherapy with improvement in neurologic deficits. The role of systemic treatment in the progression of neurologic impairment is unclear.